A BRIEF HISTORY OF PEACOCK GAP

PART |: THE SETTLERS

The 140-acre site on which Peacock Gap Golf and Country Club is situated was a
mixture of meadow, marshland and tidal flats when the first white settlers, the
McNears, came to this area in 1868. For several thousand years before that time,
the Miwoks (literally “the people”) hunted and gathered acorns in the thickly
forested hills encircling the valley and fished and dug for clams in the waters off
Point San Pedro. They must have been prodigious clam diggers: The old McNear
mansion in Glenwood was built on one of several giant shell mounds scattered
throughout the area. Another mound is located on the golf course, between the
third green and fourth tee.

Like most areas of southern Marin, the hills of Point San Pedro were once
covered with virgin stands of oak, redwood, and other native California trees. Most
of the first-growth trees vanished in the mid-19th century, when natives were put to
work stripping their former hunting grounds for timber to build San Francisco. Not
surprisingly, the natives vanished shortly thereafter.

After the opening of the Southern Pacific-Union Pacific transcontinental railroad
in 1869 the Chinese laborers who built the western portion of the line found they
were no longer needed or welcome in San Francisco. Large numbers of emigrants
from the city moved to Point San Pedro and set up a fishing village and trading post
served by junks plying back and forth across the bay. The netting and drying of bay
shrimp became a thriving industry in the 1870s and continued off and on until the
shrimp beds played out in the '1950s. At the fishery’s peak in the 1920s, China
Camp fishermen netted nearly a ton of shrimp a day.

New Englanders John A. and George W. McNear bought the Point San Pedro
land grant of a retired sea captain named Bullis in 1869 and subsequently added to
those landholdings until they owned roughly 3,000 contiguous acres and five linear
miles of shoreline stretching from “Chicken Point” immediately south and east of
modern Glenwood, all the way through the present China Camp State Park. John
McNear, who appears to have bought out his brother George, or exchanged part of
his landholdings in Petaluma for all rights to the bay-front property, dreamed of
creating a major rail and marine hub at Point San Pedro linking Santa Rosa,
Petaluma, Ross, San Rafael, and San Francisco. Even though that plan didn’t pan
out, the McNears managed very well on the income from their brickyard, quarry,
dairy, fishing, beach resort, and other business interests. John McNear and his son
Erskine built the original San Pedro Road along the shoreline, using rock and gravel
from their quarry to fill in the low spots. Shortly after the roadway was completed,
they sold it to the county for a fraction of its cost. Other reminders of the McNear
legacy survive in McNear Brick Yard; remnants of the old brick cow barn at the end






